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Point three 
The Magazine of Toc H 


Toc His a movement of people who 
seek to build friendships, and offer 
service, across the barriers that usually 
divide us from one another. The basic 
unit is a group - at best a good cross- 
section of the local neighbourhood - 
which meets together regularly, and 


seeks to serve the community around it. 


Toc H was founded in 1915 by the Revd 
P B ‘Tubby’ Clayton, and since then has 
been providing opportunities for people 
to test the Christian way by practical 
experiment. 


All members pledge themselves to try: 


1. To welcome all in friendship and 
lessen by habit of thought, word 
and deed the prejudices which 
separate people. 

2. To give personal service. 

3. To find their own convictions while 
listening with respect to the views 
of others. 

4. To acknowledge the spiritual 
nature of man and to test the 
Christian way by trying it. 


This magazine is a forum for ideas 
about Toc H and about the world, as 
well as a record of Toc H service. Its 
title derives from the third of these 
Four Points. Letters, articles and news 
items are welcomed and should be 
addressed to The Editor, Point three, 
at the address below. 


Opinions expressed (including the 
editorial) are those of the individual 
contributors and not necessarily 
those of the Toc H movement. 


Point three is available from Toc H 
Headquarters. Price: 30p per copy or 
£3.60 per annum. Any contribution 
towards the high cost of postage will 
be gratefully accepted. 


Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT 

Tel: 0296 623911. 

Fax: 0296 696137. 


Editor: Ruth Boyd 


Cover: Toc H members working on the 
gardens of Alison House in May. 


Photo: Ruth Boyd 
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: in our minds wi: sortofa oe; 
Perhaps we er as E ete and uncoi.vential, Gi rien 
we wish pr actable. Out thereon the yonder side of convention 
endowedan ae stians, like our Lord Himself, are always most at 
is where ee may be where Toc H has its best work to do, 
noe? John Callf, Second Wing, 


Third Wind 


rd wind. The first, blowing off the Ypres Salient in 
Old House. The second blew strongly in the post- 
petus to recreate the fellowship found in 


Toc H is getting its thi 
1915, established the l 
war period, bringing with it the Impett 
Poperinge for a peace-time generation. 

ent, comprised of ordinary people doing extraordinary 
things, by its offer of friendship and service across barriers showed that 
lives could be enriched both individually and collectively. Then, as now, 
Toc H's service was based firmly upon the honest testing out of a way of 
life shown by Jesus in his earthly ministry. 


This is our history and we have learned it well. But what of this third wind, 
this wind of change? As yet it’s untested. We know it’s coming, we can 
hear it, but we can't estimate its velocity. We know that we must bend with 
it and survive, or be broken off by it like reeds in a storm. 


Perhaps we should recognise early that nothing and no one remains 
unmoved in the path of an oncoming wind. Those who do successfully 
bend with it and survive, emerging unbroken on the other side, are those 
who choose the ground where they will stand carefully in the first place. 


This young Movem 


Our ground is clearly demarcated and rock-solid. We are a Movement of 
the spirit, rooted in a belief in personal service as a way of testing out the 
things Jesus taught us. Because it is personal service it's often downright 
inconvenient and frequently painful in the learning about ourselves and 
our neighbours that it brings about. 


This wind of change has two sounds within it. The first is the wholesome, 
blustering racket of our trying to do things differently, more appropriately 
for today’s society. The second is in danger of becoming a siren's-song, 
the refrain of which says that digging deeper and deeper into our pockets, 
and getting more and more people to do the same, will restore Toc H. 


Perhaps we need to reflect that while money is going to be important for 
our regeneration, it doesn't inevitably bring with it people who will commit 


themselves for a time to trying out the path of service with us and seeing 
where it leads them. 


Of course we need money, but much more do we need people for whom 


charitable giving isn't just the dropping of loose change into a tin or the 
pulling out of a cheque book. 


We need people to help us, people who will not trivialise us because we 
look abit old fashioned but who will look behind ourlabels and find a bunch 
of ordinary people still trying to do extraordinary things. 


een aae eli with us to see for themselves what drives us, and 
to end up being griven. Above all we need to remind ourselves that we 
must carry our integrity, our sense of what we are and what we are 
intended to be, into the wind and not leave it bleeding back there along the 


road along with that oth l 
; IN in iner ossibl ted 
service. P e casualty, personal and dedica 


Jackie Bartlett 


Mc y Matters 


| must conjess that it is with some trepidation that | 
have put pen to paper on the subject of money and 
Toc H! 


Money and its perceived ‘power' is, it seems, always 
contentious, whatever the forum, whatever the 
business. | have lost count of the number of meetings 
that | have attended over the years, where the 
participants have debated rationally and coherently 
key issues related to such topics as human need, 
social injustice and the like. And yet these are the 
same people who, minutes later, lose all reason 
when the agenda has reached that point which says 
‘Finances’! 


tis intriguing how money can produce such a 

dramatic change in normally calm and sensible 

people, and how suddenly a united team can 
be split asunder by money matters, often over trivial 
sums. 


We should never forget that money is inanimate. In 
itself itis neither good nor evil. Rather itis our attitude 
to money, the way in which we put it to use, that 
determines its real value in terms of making a positive 
or negative difference to our world. 


Neither does money solve problems but, as a tool 
correctly used, it can enable the human response in 
practical ways. All the love in the world, for example, 
will not protect the Bangladeshi child from the terrible 
effects of, say, polio. Money can buy and deliver the 
vaccine for caring hands to give to the child. 


By this circuitous route | come to Toc H and our own 
money. It is no secret that in the financial year for 
1994/95, as with the previous year, we will be 
operating with a sizeable deficit. This in part reflects 
the courageous decision taken by Central Council in 
1992 to invest in the Movement's future; and also in 
part to maintain the work already being undertaken 
through our Toc H Methods. 


he latter may surprise you, and | suspect that 
many are unaware that, as things stand, our 
expenditure exceeds our available income in 
respect of maintaining our existing Methods and 
membership support. 


T 


Take Projects for example. | know that many members 
believe that Projects, at the very least, break even. 


Certainly, out there this is true. But for that to happen 
there has to be considerable central supportin terms 
of providing human and financial resources. It costs 
around £21,000 to produce and distribute the Project 
Booklet, to offer support and training to leaders, and 
to make available seedcorn money. And this figure 
does not include essential staff costs which, if taken 
into account, make the financial ‘gap’ even higher. 


n the same way | can demonstrate similar 

‘gaps’ in terms of our activities with Friendship 

Circles, Cameo activity and Branch support. 
In addition, the income received in respect of Point 
three by no means covers the cost of production and 
distribution. In all these cases again, essential staff 
costs are not included. 
It is vital that we invest in Toc H's future and therefore 
necessary, if uncomfortable, that we fillin the financial 
‘gaps’ from our reserves. But this situation could 
change, with a little help from everyone. 


So, to my thought for the month, or perhaps the year. 
Before we give our hard earned money away to other 
charities, should we not be thinking of our own needs 
and the importance of giving our support to Toc H's 
Methods? Toc H's future ultimately relies in our 
ability to extend these Methods. 


Mike Lyddiard W 
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BRANCH NEWS 


- Welcome fo: 19 New Members 


` Nancy L Beasley (Cavendish District) 

‘Andrew C Grieve (Central Branch) 
-Pauline Beswick, Lilian Draycott (Cheadle Hulme W) 
Evelyn Seaton (Glastonbury & Street J) 

Arthur B Brooks, Gwenda Pollock (Gwynedd District) 
Kathleen Coultrip (Kennington J) 

Sybil Hawley (Mansfield Woodhouse J) 

Betty M Sirl (Nailsea. W) 

Joyce Anderson (Oatlands J) 

H Devasagayam, Mrs Hurn, Richard G Maplethorpe, 
Sheila A Metcalfe, Betty Thompson, 

Frank Thompson (Saltburn J), 

Paul Bell, Joanne D Leng (Tyne & Wear District) 


People Who Otherwise Wouldn't Meet! John Kilburn 
from Chiltern Hills Branch writes: ‘ Earlier this year my 
wife Nancy and | were staying in alittle village just north 
of Paphos in the south west corner of Cyprus. One road 
travels inland, rising high into the mountains and north 
fo an historical beauty spot known as the Pool of 
Aphrodite. We decided to visit it on one of the rare 
cloudy mornings of our holiday. Within a short time we 
passed through the traditional village of Pegeia and 
reached a height of 1300 feet, then on into the historic 
natural countryside such as St Paul crossed and the 
Roman soldiers fought over. The road deteriorated and 
was sometimes little more than a track. We began to 
descend from the high plateau, with vineyards and goat 
fields, and stopped for lunch at Polis: Greek salad, feta 
cheese and white wine were delicious, and cheap! We 
were now well within sight of our destination, driving 
along a busy country road. We rounded a final corner 
and there, seated at a roadside cafe, were Ted 
Tunnadine and his wife Jean. Thousands of miles from 
Wendover, the ex-general secretary chatted with the 
ex-honorary treasurer.’ 
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The Revd Rupert Bacon, Te SiGn Branch, has 
been honoured by the people of Worthing. The photo 
shows a special framed certificate which states, ‘The 
Borough of Worthing hereby acknowledges and 
commends Revd Rupert Bacon for his ceaseless and 
outstanding personal and voluntary service to Worthing 
over 20 years, especially towards the plight of the 
homeless and the youth of the town.’ 


Development Officer 
Bill Bains showed 
close friend Ray 
Banks the CAMEO 
article in May’s issue, 
which reproduced 
Ray's 1963 Toc H 
cartoon. Ray's was 
delighted and this is 
his witty comment on 
CAMEOs! 


U JMT we wih BC NSE ,, 
To Solve OUR DIFFERUNCER 


George bean South East AI BAA has 
been a Toc H member for 70 years. At the age of 88, 
George sings in the Leatherhead Parish Church choir 
every Sunday. (Photo: Richard Bloomfield) 


The Sc: 
on 23 A; 


nE West Herts District Get-Together 
= nosted by Harpenden Branch. Over 


50 peopit aitended and the afternoon began with 
quizzes, relating to England (it was St George's Day) 
and Shakespeare (it was his birthday). Kathleen Turner 
and Joyce Elliott of Harpenden Branch won the hat 
competition and entertainment was provided by District 
Branch Member Peter Oakely and the Harrow Sing- 
Alongs. It was a highly successful afternoon. 


Bill Penys, Vic Court and Don Kirkpatrick collecting 
outside a Sainsbury's store in Swindon on behalf of 
Chippenham, Newbury and Swindon District. David 
Pope writes that these collections have been organised 
by District Treasurer John Goodwin for a number of 
years now: ‘This has done a lotto keep Toc Hio the fore 
in Swindon. Itis a good way of backing-up the efforts we 
put into our various projects in the District.’ 


Vee Tombs, Higham Ferrers Ladies Branch, made 
her first parachute jump at the age of 69 and is seen 
holding her certificate. The jump’ was a Christmas 
present from her sons and, after passing her medical, 
Vee made the leap near Brackley, Northants. Vee's 
comment: 'I enjoyed it, but | won't do it again’! 


ctw pS Qr LP Shae 
During a visit to South Africa in April, Betty Wood of 
Solihull Branch attended the Pretoria AGM. Members 
can be seen enjoying a cup of tea together. 


Northants District Get-Together. Over 70 people 
from the District joined friends for a highly polished 
evening of fun and entertainment in April. The photo 
shows District Chairman Bernard Edwards receiving 
first prize in the Wellingborough Young Ones ‘Miss 
Toc H’ competition. Highlights included a photo quiz 
and a highly professional sketch performed by Rushden 


Women members, written by Bob Larbey. 


Wellingborough Men and Rushden Men rounded up 
the evening with a superb collection of old-time songs. 


A group trom the mid-East Region, project leaders and 
the regional projects sub-committee, recently visited 
Talbot House for a Training Event organised by Jim 
Simpson and Sally Simms. Neil Llewellyn (playing the 
piano in the photograph), was ‘an excellent tour guide’. 
Jim writes: ‘There were a lot of group sessions and 
discussions and everyone came back with a much 
better understanding of Toc H and the confidence to 
promote its work in all sorts of ways.’ 
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Though with a scornful wonder, 
Men see her sore opprest, 

By schisms rent assunder, 

By heresies distrest, 

Yet saints their watch are 
keeping, Their cry goes up 
‘How Long?’, And soon the 
night of weeping, Shall be the 
morn of song. 


The Church’s One 


Foundation v3 - SJStone 


s | stood in church, singing 
this, the morning after the 
ordination of women into the 


A 


Church of England priesthood, | had 
to ask myself if this was indeed the 
‘morn of song?’ 


No, | think not. In fact | fear that the 
fallout from this momentous decision 
will rain down for several years to 
come. Sadly a lot of it will fall on the 
shoulders of women. After 10 years 
of prayer, reflection and consultation, 
approval in 38 of 44 dioceses, a 
more than two thirds majority in all 
three houses of the synod, and 
parliamentary approval of 215 to 21, 
the media banner is still one of 
‘defections’ to the Roman Catholic 
Church and the ever-changing 
number of male priests threatening 
to leave. The parting shot of John 
Gummer MP was to decry the Church 
of England as a ‘sect’ of which ‘all 
that is left is its history.’ Perhaps Mr 
Gummer felt that in converting he 
was moving to the more familiar 
ground of anideology that can remain 
unbowed by a majority feeling and 
maintain power at the top. He isin for 
a shock. The Roman Catholic church 
has its lobbyists on many fronts, not 
just in the issue of women priests. 
The Roman Catholic church with its 
renown for obduracy ‘is always 
boasting about the fact that it never 
changes’, said Peter Stanford, ‘but it 
has survived, precisely because it 
does change’. 
6 


p 
f 
f 
g 


(Why we don't welcome these 
converts to Rome. Donu Kogbara, 
Sunday Times 6 March). 


Yet these are not my personal 
concerns. My thoughts reach out to 
the women themselves. In many 
ways the move has legitimised the 
misogyny of the institution. Whilst 
confined to the ‘woman's ministry’ of 
a deaconess, the role was clearly 
less than that of priest, and the 
demarcation could be seen in the 
ascribing of ‘womanly’ tasks tothem. 
Having achieved the notional 
equality of priesthood the range of 
oppressions that they may suffer 
has increased, not reduced. | am 
sure that the experience of women 
going into priesthood will be that 
they are expected not to be as good 
as, but better than their male 
counterparts, to prove that they are 
worth all this fuss. A regrettable 


attitude. 
H exempt from Equal 
Opportunities legislation, 
ensure that women are not 
discriminated against in selection 
procedures? | hope and pray that it 
will find a way. Legislation for the 
world of business has achieved very 
little for women and ethnic minorities. 
Yet one can already hear Stories of 
women offering themselves for 
ordination being battered with blame 
for the so called Splitting of the 


ow will the church, which is 


church. Women ordinands a, 
carrying the cross of guilt for the 
defections and conflict ang the 
alleged 500 to 1,000 priests who 


allegedly will leave. 
T Revd Anthony Kennedy, who 
declared, ‘If | had my way, | 
would burn the bloody bitches. 
(Sunday Times 6 March). A 
statement that | do not consider 
worthy of comment. It may be 
significant to note the allegory of 
medieval witch burning. This in itself 
was more a tool for the political and 
moral control of women. There is 
also the detail in the legislation that 
allows individual male priests of their 
own conscience to refuse to work 
alongside a woman priest. There 
are also the NIMBY's. Those people 
who voted in favour of the move but 
‘Not In My Back Yard’ thank you. Will 
all of these parishes really be so 
keen when their bishop actually 
presents them with a woman 
incumbent? | hope so, but fear not. 


hen there are the likes of the 


And ultimately there is the insidious 
sexism that will expect these women 
to be paragons of virtue. They will be 
expected to be everything that the 
perfect priest might be. When they 
fall short of this the cry will be, ‘What 
do you expect of a woman?’ | would 
bet that the first female priest to fall 
for and run off with a parishioner will 
receive a media trial, three or four 
times greater than that for a male 
priest. The questions raised will not 
be on the morality of the individual, 
butthe whole issue of women priests 
will be discussed again. How many 
male priests, | ask you, have had 
their performance measured against 
the question, ‘Well, what else can 
you expect of a man?’ 


Despite my concerns for women 
priests, | believe, as | have done 
throughout, that this is the right move 
for the church. As a prospective 
ordinand, | could not see myself 


entering ood which was only 
half a ç ood, i.e. one that 
preclude: 3 articular group on the 


basis of a gender association. The 
very words ‘man’ and ‘woman’ - 
woman literally meaning ‘that which 
is nota man’ - are creations of male 
dominated society. 

We are born into a physiological 
continuum on which there is no 
discrete and definite point that you 
can Call ‘male’ and no discrete and 
definite point that you can call 
‘female’. (J Stoltenberg - Refusing 
to be a Man - Fontana 1989). 


Man the male and woman the female 
are no more than labels of the kind 
that Toc H pledges itself to get behind. 
Arguments stating that there is no 
biblical evidence for women priests 
fall down in that there is little biblical 
evidence for a priesthood of any sort 
in the New Testament. The word 


priesthood only appears twice in the 
New Testament and in both 
instances it is in reference to the 
whole community of believers 
addressed in 1 Peter 2:4-9. Priests 
in high dudgeon over the decision 
should also remember that their 
primary call is to be a Christian, one 
of the whole community of believers. 
Their call to service in the structural, 
temporal, man-created priesthood 


is entirely secondary. 
T Christian's oneness in Christ 
(Galatians 3:25-29), and this 
is the unity in which all our diversity 
is accepted. The ‘morn of song’ in 
the hymnis not mine to claim, neither 
is it the prerogative of any individual 
or group based on sex assumption. 
It can be ours solely through the 
grace of the Lord and, in oneness 


he eternal reality is the 


a 
SSS, 


with Christ, we can seek and receive 
it. 


| hope that Toc H members will 
recognise that they have a role to 
play in caring for women priests, and 
in caring for those disillusioned by 
the Church Synod decision, or simply 
in shock from the years of ferocious 
debate on the subject. This article is 
intended to encourage people to think 
more about the issue and not forget 
it now that the decision has been 
made. If thatis achieved then to God 
be the glory. 

Neal Terry 


Neal joined Toc H 12 years ago and 
is a member of Tyne and Wear 
Branch. He has been a District 
Chairman and Regional Councillor 
and is currently a member of the 
CEC and a prospective Ordinand in 
the Church of England. E 


Warden Manor Challenge Awards 


The following Warden Manor ‘Challenge’ Awards 
have been made during 1993/94: 

£164 towards a CAMEO, Drink, Drugs and Offending, 
held at Lindridge House. 

£170 towards the cost of a CAMEO considering the 
effects of poverty on mental health, held at Colsterdale. 
£750 towards the cost of a project organised by the newly 
formed Toc H South Wales Action Group, South Wales 
to Talbot House. 

£65 to Toc H in South Wales towards a CAMEO focusing 
on the effects of Drink, Drugs, Beliefs and Values. 
£400 to Toc H Avon towards a CAMEO held in Berlin, 
The Walls Came Tumbling Down, focusing on the way 
that cross-cultural conflict affects people of different 
ethnic origins, backgrounds and culture. 

£70 towards a CAMEO, War Graves and Issues of 
Peace and Conflict, held at Talbot House. 

£500 to the South East Region Executive Team towards 
The London Event. 

£500 to the Bristol Cameo Group towards a Project/ 
CAMEO at Port Penrhyn. 

£100 to Dorset Border District Project Support Group 
towards a Project far disadvantaged children at Lindridge 
House. 

£395 for a new initiative by former Toc H project leaders 
and CEC members towards aweekend project for refugee 
children. 

£500 to the Toc H South West Region Project Support 
Group towards the re-establishment of The Task Force 
Project Team and a project. 

£100 to the Toc H South West Region Project Support 
Group towards a project at the Albermarle Centre, 
Taunton. 


£500 to Webb House and Cleveland Friendship Circles 
for a visit to Talbot House. 

£156 to the Toc H Bedfordshire Friendship Circles towards 
a new Friendship Circle initiative at Bedford. 

£500 to 12 South East Region Branches, towards the 
cost of a grand publicity evening held at Bromley, Kent. 
£500 to Leeds District Support Group for a project to bring 
16 children from Northern Ireland to Horbury, where a 
new Toc H group and Friendship Circle hopes to expand 
its involvement in the local community. 

£600 to the Muenster Group, Germany, towards two 
CAMEOs, taking an equal number of 18/25 year old 
German and UK young people to spend time together at 
Talbot House. 

50% underwriting of any outstanding unmet expenses to 
Mrs Di Claxton, towards a project, SSHH!! Don’t Tell 
The Parents, which she is organising in conjunction with 
Milton Keynes Social Service Agencies, following a 
publicity evening held in Milton Keynes. 

£200 to the Cleveland Staff Team towards a project, 
Girls Talk, in Middlesbrough. 

£300 to the Cleveland Projects Support Group towards a 
project, Environment Theme Scheme, in Middlesbrough. 
Awards totalling £7,475 were made during the year 
enabling all these varied activities to take place, several 
of which have been reported in Point three. 

Refunds totalling £2,385.98 were received during the 
year. 


ligation re welcom from_imaginativ 
‘Challenging’ schemes. Application form n 
obtained from: John Biggerstaff, Warden Manor 


Challenge Awards Secretary, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Bucks., HP22 6BT. 


robably everyone will be 

familiar with the ‘play- 

scheme’ type of Toc H 
project: a number of volunteers 
providing a varied and exciting 
programme of play activities for 
children on a daily basis during a 
school holiday. Toc H has been 
running them for years and it was 
such a project which first introduced 
me to the Movement back in 1976. 


A ‘Theme Scheme’ is an evolution of 
the idea and, if not a totally new 
concept, it certainly is in the 
Cleveland District. The development 
of the basic idea is that, rather than 
organising a programme of purely 
play activities, it is more successful 
to construct a programme of themed 
activities which are varied and 
exciting. 


For our pilot project in Cleveland 
during the Easter school holiday, 
the theme was the Environment. The 
programme was designed to take in 
a day of centre-based activities 
setting the scene of Environment as 
Our Surroundings, the world we live 
in. This was supported by numerous 
visits and other activities, including 
recycling, tree planting, litter picking 
and industrial ecology. 


ur participants were 
11 youngsters from the St 
Hilda's area of central 
Middlesbrough, all eight and nine 


Tree planting 


Environmental the 


m We were also warned 
that they Were 
unpunctual and that, if 
they didn't like what we 
were doing, they would 
simply not return for 
more. Coping with them 
was our volunteer group 
of seven who hadcome 
from as far as Oxford 
[and as near as 
| Cleveland, and with 
backgrounds Tanging 


4 from aresidential social 
worker to a Doctor of 
=F Philosophy and from a 
prisoner to me! 


Middlesbrough 


year olds and attending St 
Christopher's Junior School. St 
Hilda's own environment is quite 
curious. Geographically sandwiched 
between a riverside industrial belt 
and the commercial centre of town, 
itis an isolated residential area with 
modern housing but appallingly high 
rates of adult unemployment and 
associated problems like poverty, 
crime and drugs. It's an area where 
a number of Toc H initiatives have 
taken place, including the recently 
opened Middlesbrough Toc H 
Charity Shop. 


We had been warned by the school 
that the children were academically 
below average for their age group 
and that a number of them displayed 
disturbed or aggressive behaviour. 


orewarned, and therefore to 
a certain extent forearmed, 
iwe were still not really 
prepared for the sheer hard work in 
store, supervising and entertaining 
our charges. The continuous rain on 
the first day, intended as centre- 
based, prevented the planned 
lunchtime outdoor diversion which 
would have allowed ‘burning off’ 
some excess energy. Almostadozen 
excitable, fractious children ended 
up just about driving the volunteers 
up the wall! Nevertheless, through 
artwork, games and a video, | think 
the scene was set. 


Day two took us out and about, first 
to Nature's World at Middlesbrough's 
Botanic Centre for a guided tour with 
a recycling theme, including ‘hands 
on’ instruction in composting. Later 
we went north of the Tees to Castle 
Eden Walkway, a stretch of disused 
railway reclaimed as a countryside 
footpath, where we did a nature and 
railway-related quiz. 


On day three, following a brief visit to 
the Tees estuary’s South Gare, we 
were hosted by ICI at their vast Wilton 
plant. A slide and video presentation, 
showing us what the company iS 
doing for wildlife, was followed by 
visits to two of their nature reserves 
within the confines of the 10 square 


———— \ 


mile site. We left armed with glossy 
posters and brochures on the 
‘Natural History of Industria! 
Teesside’. 


he fourth and final day again 
took us north of the river to 

j Hartlepool for tree planting, 
organised in conjunction with 
NACRO. Following alunch break on 
the seafront at Seaton Carew, we 
returned to Middlesbrough via 
Teesside’s famous Transporter 
Bridge for a session of litter-picking 
in the children’s home area of St 
Hilda's. This alien activity - these 
kids are more inclined to create litter 
than clear it - was a positive step 
towards improving their own 
environment and marked the first 
day of the Tidy Britain Group's 
National Spring Clean. Final activity 
was a brief visit to Teessaurus 
Dinosaur Park to play among the 
huge recreated reptiles of a past 
period. 


Was the project a success? As with 
any project, lessons could be and 
hopefully were learnt. The children 
were sad that the event had come to 
an end and asked ‘Can we do more 
tomorrow?’ As for earlier warnings 
about punctuality and absenteeism 
- the children certainly voted with 
their feet by turning up no later than 
9.31 am for our 9.30 am starts and 
by a full attendance on the last day! 


Ask the volunteers, who were 
shattered by the end of it all, and 
they would say it was hard work, 
very challenging, but good fun and 
rewarding. During the evening ‘free’ 
sessions, having brought together 
‘people to meet who would not 
otherwise do so’, there was much 
candid discussion which really ‘got 
behind the labels’ and began to 
‘break down the barriers of division’. 
Yes, | think the project was a success. 


John Dunwell, Development 
Officer, Cleveland Staff Team E 


meme Project 


Cleveland County Press photographer 
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Learning about organic pest control at Middlesbrough's Botanic Centre 
OSS 
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takes publicity photos during tree planting 


Recycling household waste by composting at Botanic Centre 


Your 
Letters 


The Ordination of Women 


During the time of Christ, and for many centuries 
afterwards, women were considered the chattels of 
men - first of their fathers, then of their husbands. 
Had Christ called a women to be one of his disciples, 
he could justifiably have been accused of trying to 
steal her. Christ a thief? 


Yet, according to my Chamber's Twentieth Century 
Dictionary, his first apostle was a woman. Apostle - 
one sent to preach the gospel; Gospel - Christian 
revelation. Christ chose Mary Magdalene, a woman, 
to take the Good News of his resurrection to the 
eleven. 


At least until after World War |, social conditions 
made the ordination of women impracticable. Until 
the last century, they did not have access to a 
suitable education. Up to World War | a woman could 
not go about unescorted. Those conditions no longer 


apply. 


Aren't those opposed to women priests just slightly 
arrogant in assuming that those women who feel 
called to the priesthood are mistaken? Is it possible 
that they worship their Church rather than God the 
Father and our Lord Jesus Christ? Surely the 
principal concern of all Christians should be the 
building of the Kingdom of God on earth. If women 
feel they have a part to play in the ordained ministry, 
surely we should encourage them and welcome their 
efforts. 


Two small points - Mr Griffin mentions only the 
Roman Catholic and Greek Orthodox churches in his 
reference to ecumenism. But the United Reform and 
Methodist churches have had women priests for 
some time. Are they not also a part of the worldwide 
Catholic (‘universal, general, embracing the whole 
body of Christians’) church? 


There is already a considerable body of opinion in 
the Catholic church in favour of women priests. That 
will not, |! am sure, happen in the lifetime of the 
present Pope. But if Mr Griffin lives out the Biblical 
three score years and ten, there will most probably 
be women Catholic priests in his lifetime. 


Yvette Frymann, Nottingham 
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in his article Philip Griffin repeais at appea 
the standard argument of those Wiic oppose 
women’s ordination. This is that God didn't wani 
women apostles - not in the time of Jesus, not now, 
not ever. They would rather accept this than the 
alternative, that Jesus did not choose women 
apostles because it would have been impossible for 
Him to do so at that time and in that culture. 


ü be 


The argument is rather weak and presumes to know 
God's mind. If we accept His omnipotence then we 
must accept that He could at any time impose His will 
upon us, but that is not His purpose. Why have we 
been given the ability to choose between good and 
evil if not so that we can, with God's help and Jesus's 
teachings, work out our own salvation? There is no 
virtue in being good if there is no temptation to be 


evil. 


Times and cultures change and what might have 
been impossible, or at best impracticable, in AD30 is 
certainly much more acceptable today when women 
have a far greater status in society. The quotation 
from Galatians at the head of your editorial in the 
same issue is very apposite. 


Richard Stayman 
Harrogate 


Regarding the editorial in the May issue of Point 
three about the ordination of women. You quote 
Galations 3:28. This refers to the statement that we 
are all children of Gad by faith in Christ Jesus. ‘There 
is neither Jew nor Greek, neither male or female’, all 
equally children of God, but certainly not the same. 


We have very different roles, each very important 
and indispensable. | agree with Philip Griffin 
regarding the Twelve Apostles. Only men were 
present at the Last Supper. The Bible supports the 
Stand that the leadership/headship in the church 
should be male. There is the well known quote from 
St Paul, 1 Timothy 2:12 - ‘But | suffer not a woman to 
teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be 
in silence’. Ruth Boyd takes the feminist position 
concerning ‘priestesses’, writing about ‘real equality’. 


This leads to feminist wording in the liturgy of the 
church. 


| don't think the ordination of women will take the 
Church of England forward. The church, however, 
May recover when it has corrected the mistake. May | 
add that | recognise that women have always 
exercised a vital ministry in the church and in many 


cases enabled men to be more effective in the 
ordained ministry. 


Ray Goodway 
Bristol 


S pee 


| ve much € d the editorial and the article on 
the  dinatior o: women in the May issue of Point 
three. It was good to have the contrasting views 
expressed. 


| have never been able to accept the argument that 
because Jesus did not appoint women as apostles 
we must not now appoint women as priests. A i 
central part of our belief is that Christ became truly 
man. To be so, he had to be a man of his time. If he 
had had 20th century ideas he would not have been 
truly natural at that time. We accept the idea that 
when he cast out evil spirits he was often healing 
epilepsy because this was how men thought then. If 
he had made women leaders of men, he would have 
been completely unnatural at that time. 


| find it somewhat surprising that those who reject 
women priests as unscriptural should be willing to 
join a church where the celibacy of priests and the 
communication of the laity in one kind only should be 
the rule. Neither of these has any scriptural backing. 


At first, though | could find no theological reason for 
opposing women's ordination, | was somewhat 
hesitant. | found many of the lady advacates 
somewhat strident. Then | thought that | probably 
would not have liked Mrs Pankhurst, but everyone 
now accepts that women should have the vote - and 
even become Prime Ministers. 
Revd Bill Elliott 
Regional Chaplain, West Midlands and South Wales 


| am in entire agreement with your editorial about the 
Ordination of Women in the May issue. It was 
interesting to read Philip Griffin's article, as in my 
view his theological arguments carry no substance. 
The proof of the pudding will be in the eating and | 
shall be very surprised if the church does not find 
itself having a great benefit from the decision to 
ordain women. George Davies 

Newbury 
| was pleased to read the two articles on the 
ordination of women - for and against - in the May 
issue of Point three. When | was a very much 
younger man my father quoted to me, as a warning, 
the old saying: ‘When a woman will, depend on it. 
When a woman won't there’s an end on it’. And we 
now have ordained women! 


This is supposed to be an enlightened age, but there 
are still some dark spots. Women priests? My Pa 
was agin it. | am for for it. It looks as though the good 
Lord is also a supporter. 


A woman will move heaven and earth if she is loved, 

and feels she is loved. | was 94 at the end of June 

and make this observation from some experience. 
Joseph Traxler, Grantham 


| was astonished and saddened by Philip Griffin's 
article in the May issue of Point three. 

Does he not realise that Toc H was among the 
pioneers of interdenominational tolerance and 
Cooperation? in the 20s and 30s, when members of 
church and chapel were frequently at odds and 
wouldn't even step inside the place of worship of 
another denomination, Toc H branches and 
members worshipped God together, tolerating the 
other person's point of view. 


Surely, the strength and appeal of our Movement is 
bedded in tolerance and practical Christianity - never 
mind whether we belong to a church, a chapel or 
none! Only that we strive towards our aims as set out 
in the Four Points of our Compass, regardless of 
colour, class or creed and - dare | say the word? - 
sex. 


Practical Christianity is what first attracted me to 
Toc H and keeps me in membership. Practical 
Christianity - certainly not dogma. 

Dennis Till, Chard 


Having read Philip Griffin's article on The Church of 
England and Women Priests in Point three, | feel 
compelled to refute his theological argument against 
the ordination of women. 


It is the evidence of long-time scholarly New 
Testament analysis that the group of The Twelve and 
the group of the apostles were not identical, but that 
the term ‘apostle’ covered a wider range of meanings 
during the time of the Primitive church. However, St 
Paul’s understanding of ‘apostle’ asserted itself. 
Everyone who had witnessed the risen Lord and was 
commissioned by him to proclaim this euangelion 
(good news) has since been called apostolos (the 
sent one). 


St Paul himself mentions in his letter to the Romans 
a certain couple, called Andronikos and Junia, ‘who 
are eminent among the apostles’ (Romans 16:7). It 
was the tradition of the church which converted the 
woman Junia into Junias! | think, the church’s reason 
is obvious. If we want to stick to St Paul's definition 
of apostle, then we will find the woman Mary 
Magdalene who, according to St John, was the first 
who witnessed the risen Christ and who 
commissioned her ‘to go to the disciples and tell 
them...'. (John 20:1 7f). 


The other group mentioned above, ‘The Twelve’, 
were chosen by Jesus to constitute a ‘new Israel’ by 
making them symbolise the 12 tribes of the ‘old 
Israel’. ‘The Twelve’ symbolically stand for the whole 
church, the ‘new Israel’ and therefore do not imply 
any teaching on women's position in the church. 


Peter Luning Student of Theology Muenster, 
Germany 
ga 
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In 1985 the responsibilities of our small Parish had 
been in the hands of the wardens and vestry for over 
a year, when the Bishop appointed our next vicar. 
The announcement that it was to be the first woman 
vicar in the Wellington Diocese caused speculation 
and not all parishioners thought it a good decision. 
Certainly it was to put our church in the limelight, if 
for the wrong reasons, but when the Revd Penny 
was installed, we soon warmed to her sincere and 
caring leadership in our worship and family life, no — 
matter what our age. The Bishop, in his address, said 
he had had reservations when seeing her application 
to be ordained, but on hearing her recommendations, 
he could not refuse. Every vicar brings about 
changes and it is human nature that no one person 
can please everyone. 


Having been a Toc H member since 1950, | had 
become used to a variety of worship, though quite 
conservative in my own and having no wish to be 
anything but one of the crowd. Somehow | found 
myself serving on vestry, and at the next parish AGM 
elected People’s Warden, and in that role witnessed 
the sincere commitment of Penny as our vicar. Many 
changes were taking place in our worship within ine 
NZ Anglican church, and at that time the ordination of 
women had been quietly taking place for a few years. 
It was still not accepted by all clergy and lay people, 
but surely it is the calling to serve God that is 
important, regardless of gender. 


I was privileged to serve our church family with the 
Revd Penny as we changed to the use of the NZ 
Prayer Book, widened our choral worship and 
admitted baptised children to Communion before 
Confirmation. Despite adverse predictions our Parish 
grew, both in the church, and our mission in the 
community, and we looked to have some years with 
her leadership. 


Alas, others were aware of her value, and we were 
shattered to hear we were to lose her. | was 
probably the first person she confided in after the 
Archbishop had visited her to convey the news that 
the Diocese of Dunedin had asked to elect her as 
their Bishop. It soon became world news, as 
preparations went ahead to install her as the first 
woman Diocesan Bishop in the world. 


it is my belief that Bishop Penny had a calling. | 
could not say that all women accepted for the 
ministry are right, but neither are all the men, and we 
are all humans serving God in our own way. The 
church is not the building, but rather the people 
using it and, as in Toc H, perhaps it is time for 
change if it is to remain a living and healthy body. 


Mary Gandy 
New Zealand 
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Fundraising Can Bets d 

For The Soul 

Recently, members of Newcastle-under-Lyme Group 
held a Scripture Market in the home of one of our 
members. Each member brought along an item 
which is mentioned in the Old or New Testament - 
and which could be easily sold. For example, butter 
or bread, which are mentioned several times. The 
relevant passage in the Bible was read out when the 
item was presented, and then the goods were sold, 
In our branch the Toc H charity box gained £12. It's 
quite fun, as we find all sorts of saleable goods 
mentioned in the Bible and if there is a concordance 
handy one can really get going on obscure things. Of 
course a number of branches may already do this, 
but it is a good and easy way to make some money, 
and very good for the soul! 


Eva Hickman 
Newcastle under Lyme 


Fifty Years of Toc H 


May | first of all congratulate you on Point three. It 
had gone through a bad patch in ‘my book’, but you 
have really improved it immensely. 


On 25 August, | shall have been a member of Toc H 
for 50 years, having been initiated at Rainham Men's 
Branch. Over the years | have been a member of 
Rainham, Sidcup, Gravesend, Chalk and Rochester 
and Maidstone Branches. | have been Branch Padre 
to Sidcup Women's Branch, Gravesend Men, Chalk 
Men and Rochester and Maidstone. | was District 
Padre to the Thames-Side District and Medway and 
Sheppey District. | was South East Region Staff 
Padre from 1973 to 1985 and Padre to the Upper 
Room in Poperinge between 1973 and 1985. | was 
also attached to All Hallows for about eight years as 
a member of the College of All Hallows, which was 
disbanded by the present vicar at an unknown date, 
without ever informing me!! About two years ago | 
was made a Chaplain Emeritus (Honorary Life 
Chaplain) of the Upper Room in Poperinge. | still act 
as an unofficial District Padre in the Medway and 
Sheppey District. | think that's all! Needless to say | 
have a lot of Toc H friends up and down the country 
and the completion of my ‘half century’ seemed a 
good opportunity to say ‘Hello’! 


Revd ‘Polly’ Perkins 
Maidstone 


Breaking the Sound Barrier Cameo. in the June issue of 
Point three | made an errar in my article. It suggested that 
‘language’ is important. Alison, a deaf member of the weekend, 
who is now a resident at the Birmingham Toc H Community 
House, (which will be featured in August's Point three), points 
out that the weekend concluded with the following observation: 
Communication is important. Language, or the method of 
communication, is not. Mark Henman, Birmingham 
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longer in this country than in her native land. 

My own travels in Europe were rather similar to the 
Toc H Nature Trails Reach Rain Forest! Cameo experiences described in the Global Village 
article. Thanks for the memories! 


Harry Buckle, Southampton 


Since the Cannock Chase project was launched two 
years ago, | have become used to requests to share 
my experience with groups intent on providing 
countryside access for disabled people. 


John Snewin, Worthing 


Love Thy Neighbour 


| was absolutely astounded however when | had | very much appreciate my relationship with Toc H 

such a request from Costa Rica, where they would Builders, many of whom have become friends. My 

like to do a similar project in the Rain Forest. My experience of their goodness reinforces my belief 

reply was written very much in general terms. There that Toc H is about loving your neighbour rather than 

seemed little point in sending the Cannock Chase collecting funds. 

Publicity Pack and | thought the matter would end 

there. Let me illustrate my point with a few excerpts from 
letters sent by Builders. Many are ex-members who 

How wrong | was. | have received a postcard from are no longer able to take an active part in branch 

one of the British volunteers working out there: life, or whase branch has closed because the 


remaining members are too frail to continue the 
duties of running the branch. They still wish to be 


Many thanks for your interesting letter with information 
part of the Movement and to support it financially. 


on your trails. Some of your ideas have greatly inspired 
us to try and make trails available for the disabled. 1 
would be very interested to meet you when I get home in 
August. I will write to you then. 

Best wishes, Miriam Roberts. 
Miriam's home is in Cheltenham and | travel to 
nearby Gloucester for Regional meetings. Could this 
be another opportunity for Toc H growth? We will 
see. 


Many are elderly, some live alone and most are on a 
very limited income. But they continue to give 
unstintingly because they believe in Toc H, which 
has played an important part in their lives. Many of 
their memories go back to the early days of the 
Movement. 


Chris Williams “am 84 and live alone with my 13-year-old Basset 
Wednesfield Hound’. 
‘don't get many visitors these days’. 


Toc i 
H Promotion ‘achieved my ambition to visit my brother's grave in 


Toc H needs to promote itself through local and Poperinge. 

district newspapers and magazines, in order to ‘Iam nursing my husband who has Alzheimers disease’. 
attract all age groups - particularly those 3 million ‘Iam nearly blind, so | am unable to read Point three’. 
redundant or out of work. Many people face no — 

Prospect of future employment, yet need to reaffirm | would like to say a big thank you to all Builders. 
their sense of self-worth in serving a useful and 

rewarding life. Without imposing a gigantic task to Hazel Scarlett 
staff, | would like to appeal through Point three for Membership Department, Headquarters 
members to make contact with their local press a 
about Toc H. Robert Owen, High Wycombe 
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Freedom 


As you read this article, the memory of the Second 
World War will be fresh in your minds because each 
month brings another anniversary. Naturally, your 
thoughts will be with those who gave their lives, possibly | 


a loved one - a father, husband or a friend. 


| would like to spend some time looking at what lies | 
behind their sacrifice. They fought in the name of | 


freedom. But what do we mean by freedom and, more 
importantly, what did they mean? What was it that led 


so many men to sacrifice their lives in such a way, even ~~ 


though the ‘war to end all wars’ was still within living 
memory? 


Of course each individual had his own personal reasons 
for enlisting and the Second World War was one of the 
few wars in history which was truly about a conflict of 
ideas and ideals. Men faced the horrors of war in their 
thousands, many eventually dying or suffering grievous 
wounds so that we, their children, might live in freedom. 


lt is the nature of that freedom that | would like to think 
about. It is too easy to pronounce that we should have 
the freedom to live our lives undisturbed, that decent 
people should be able to go about their daily lives 
without disruption. We could even develop a checklist: 


Employers should be free to employ people on the 
best possible terms, without bureaucratic interference 
from either government or trade unions. 


E Respectable people should be free to go about their 
daily business without demonstrations from 
homosexuals flaunting their lifestyle in front of them. 


E We should be free to enjoy the peace of the 
countryside without being disturbed by the noise and 
litter created by so-called ‘New Age’ travellers and 


gypsies. 


W We shouldbe free to enjoy the life of our cities without 
scruffy youngsters scrounging money from us, and 
snarling at us when we refuse. 


This could be a fairly basic list of freedoms which we 
might wish to enjoy, and indeed Parliament is finally 
getting round to discussing legislation which will enable 
decent tax-paying citizens to enjoy some of those 
freedoms. 


The Criminal Justice Bill 


The Criminal Justice Bill will, when it is enacted, make 
trespass a criminal offence, rather than a civil dispute. 
This will mean that the Police will be able to take action 
to evict travellers from wherever they stop. It will allow 
the police to stop any music festivals from taking place. 
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Of course this will not affect our festivals, such as the 
Three Cities Festival, Aldeburgh or the Edinburgh 
Festival. 


Travelling together in more than six vehicles will also 
become illegal, so the Police will be able to break up 
any groups of travellers and they will not have any 
argument to prevent the Police from acting quickly. 


The Police will have the right to stop anyone within six 
miles of a gathering, turn them away and prevent them 
from attending. At long last we will be free of the 
nuisance of demonstrations, convoys, festivals and 
other disruptions to our lives. 


The Act will enable the Police to stop unwashed hunt 
saboteurs from disrupting traditional country sports, 
which add so much to the colour of our countryside. 


It is actions like this Bill which will guarantee our 
freedom to live as decent law abiding citizens without 
having our lives disrupted. Surely many of us in Toc H 
will welcome the enactment of the Criminal Justice Bill? 


Yet is this the kind of freedom which people were 
fighting to preserve in the 1940s? Fighting in the most 
honourable way, to prevent the wholesale destruction 
of other races. 


| am already too old to be called on to defend freedom 
on the battlefields of Europe, but my children are not. 
| pray that they are never asked to make the sacrifices 
that earlier generations have made. But if they are, | 
hope that it is not to defend ‘freedoms’ like those 
protected in this new Act of Parliament. 


True Feedom 


For what is masquerading as freedom is in reality the 
very opposite. Surely true freedom embodies tolerance, 
allowing others to live their lives in the way that they 


choose. If one grcuo's lifestyle affects us, we should 
remember that our lifestyle also affects them. 


Although | am too young to have fought in the war and 
because of that personally know very few people who 
did, | cannot believe that those men gave their lives in 
order to rid the streets of travellers, hunt Saboteurs 
trade unionists, gays and other groups who disturb our 
quiet lives. Rather, that was the objective of the other 
side in that great conflict and the allies were fighting 
against such oppression. 


it was the Nazis who wanted to wipe the streets clean 
of disreputables and human ‘eyesores’, in favour of a 
respectable, productive population. Hitler wiped out the 
deformed, the handicapped, the gypsies, along with the 


f Tributes 


We regret to announce the death of the following members 


In December - Kenneth V Adams (Bramley ) 
In March - Winifred | Burrage (Caister-on-Sea) 


In April - Margaret L Clarke (Wroughton ) 
Kenneth B Hodgson ( Lakeland District) 
Frederick W Rushen (S E Regional Branch) 
Audrey J Walter (Mansfield Woodhouse) 


In May - Thomas E Berry (Newsome ) 
Margaret Clarke (Kendal) 
Tom Clark (Bebington & Bromborough) 
Kenneth W Richardson (Nottingham City) 


A member of Caister Branch, Win Burrage, died in March after 
a long illness. She had been a member of the branch for many 
years and her kindness and willingness to care for and help 
others will be greatly missed. DG 


Lorna Bottomley, who died on 19 March, was an active member 
of Bebington and Bromborough Branch and of the District. She 
came across Toc H as a child before the last war in Hartlepool, 
where she became a member in 1943. In the 1960's she moved 
to Bebington, where she was an active member of the community. 
Until her death she was Branch Secretary, Treasurer of the 
District Lunch Club and had been District Secretary for many 
years. She will be greatly missed by her friends and neighbours. 


Lorna was always glad to give a helping hand in any way she 
could. RBB 


A member of Newcastle, Staffs Branch, John Leonard (Larry) 
Brogan, died on 18 April. He joined Toc Hin Kendal in the 1930's 
and later became a member at Beckenham and Carlisle. He 
Moved to North Staffs in 1958, where he joined the Stoke-on- 
Trent Men's Branch, later transferring to the newly formed 
Newcastle Branch. His many offices within Toc H have included 
those of Branch and District Chairman, Branch and District 
Treasurer and Central Councillor. For many years he organised 
the annual outing for the blind and disabled, and ran the Weirside 
Hostel project with expertise and enthusiasm. He was a keen 
walker and helper of the Blind Ramblers Association and was 
involved in Newcastle's Save The Children organisation. He will 
be much missed by those who knew and loved him and will be 
remembered by many who benefited from his dedicated service 
to the community. JB 


One of the founder members of Mansfield Woodhouse Ladies 
Branch, Audrey Walter, died on 27 April. She loved helping 


Jews, in pursuit of his ideal of the perfect, respectable, 


pure race. Taking the unwanted off the streets was the 
lirst step towards his “final Solution’. 


Explaining why Germans did not oppose the Nazis, 
Pastor Niemoeller Said: ‘First they came for the Jews. 
| was silent. | was not a Jew. Then they came for the 
Communists. | was silent. | was not a Communist. Then 
they came for the trade unionists. | was silent. | was not 


a trade unionist. Then they came for me. There was no 
one left to speak for me.’ 


You are not a Traveller. Will you remain silent? 


Robin McSorley E 


E 


Frederick L Akehurst (South Yorkshire District) 
Alan J Barker (Beds & North Herts District) 
Geoffrey Barker (Calstock) 

Maud Burrows (Rawmarsh) 

Cyril Doswell {Loddon Vale District) 

Elizabeth J Hamilton (Saltburn) 

Christopher W Leaversuch (Landon District Branch) 
Edith Lister (Spotland) 

John L C Losano (Uxbridge) 

Ivy May (Wessex District) 

Eva M Self (North Walsham) 

Percy Sewell (Ashby de la Zouch) 

Nellie E Squire (Stony Stratford & Wolverton) 
lvy Stubbs (Late Broadlands) 

Douglas Spong Waldron (Late Eastbourne) 


Not previously recorded 


others, was very active and always interested in what was 
happening in Toc H, both locally and worldwide. We will miss her. 
NS 


Members of Middlesbrough Branch report the death of William 
Barnes on 10 April. For almost 60 years Bill had helped with the 
blood transfusion service, hospital libraries, luncheon clubs, 
Friendship Circles and Lepra. He was a founder of Toc H 
Friendship Circles in 1975, and his vision and planning skills 
helped to adapt the simple Toc H idea of ‘Everyman's Club’ to the 
world of mental health. He loved helping people and was a firm 
believer that Toc H was not just an idea but was ‘about people’. 
During his membership, which began in Middlesbrough Branch 
in 1938, he had held every Branch office and carried out his duties 
in an exemplary manner. Countless numbers of people became 
involved with Toc H after talking with Bill. He had an ability to 
make friends wherever he went and his faith was an essential 
practical Christianity. 


Bill Barnes loved Tac H, but above all he lived it. He cared for his 
fellows and his life has touched many people. He is sadly missed. 
To him and to Mary, who survives him, we can but offer his own 
words - 'Toc H says Thank-You’. JEB /NC 


Edward (Ted) Curry died on 19 April at a nursing home in Ware, 
shortly before his 86th birthday, having suffered from Parkinson's 
Disease for many years. He joined Toc H at Harrow Branch in 
1930 and was a member there for many years before moving to 
Bletchley Branch in 1965. Ted joined Northampton Branch in 
1982 - where he held office - and latterly lived in Hertford, where 
he moved to be near his daughter. Ted's death marks the end of 
an era. He was a true Toc H person. Jc 
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A weekend exploring th: . 5:07, making and symbolism 
of the Icon. We shall use Icons in our exploration of 
meditation and silence. 


London Diso seting 
Saturday 23 July - nooo sawards 


Speaker Mike Lyddiard 


You are invited to attend this open meeting at the Upper Cuddesdon House, Near Oxford 

Hall of the Congregational Church, The Vineyard, 7-9 October 1994 

Richmond, Surrey. Please bring something to share for : 

lunch. Drinks will be provided. i Adrian Dudman and the Revd Alan Johnson will lead the 


weekend and they will be joined by Lionel and Brenda 
Further details from: Mrs Pat Ingham, 34 Sion Court, Sion i Wilde, from Pisca Design, who make and sell high quality 
Road, Twickenham, Middlesex TWI 3DD. lj reproduction Icons. 

Tel: 081 892 3798 


Cost, including accommodation and meals, is £60. 


Further details from: 
Margaret Winstanley 

Toc H HQ 

1 Forest Close 

Wendover, Bucks HP22 6BT 
Tel: 0296 623911 


Point three For the Blind 


The magazine is now available in tape form for readers 
who are either olind or partially sighted. Several members 
have already taken advantage of this excellent service 
which is only £3, including postage, for 12 months. Write 
to: Harry Bailey, 27 Harrowden Road, Wellingborough, 
Northants NN8 3BG 


Friends of Alison House Week 
6-13 August 


WELLIN-TOuCH 


Toc H deliberately tries to encourage friendships, creating 
situations where you can meet people you would not 
normally come across - from different backgrounds, 
beliefs, experiences of life. People of all ages. Our 
experience over many years is that getting a wide mixture 
of people together can lead to deep and lasting friendships 
and that differences can enrich friendship. 


Join the Friends of Alison House and enjoy a truly 
traditional week, including walks, competitions and an 
opportunity to visit local events. There will be plenty of 
time for individual pursuits and relaxation in the peaceful 
atmosphere of Alison House. Each evening will have 
an activity to interest, amuse or maybe even educate 
you. An opportunity to visit a country house or garden 


THIS IS WHERE WELLIN-TOUCH COMES IN is usually arranged, as is a trip to the theatre. 


ll l 


Price £160 per person (excluding outings). 
Further details of this and other events at Alison House 
may be obtained by sending a SAE to: 

Bill and Dorothy Pepper, Alison House Training and 
Conference Centre, Intake Lane, Cromford, 
Derbyshire DE4 3RH 


This is a pastal network of people in or on the fringes of 
Toc H who would like to keep in touch for a number of 
reasons; to maintain friendships, to find out what is 
happening in other regions, to enhance Toc H on a more 
personal basis. 


WELLIN-TOUCH is a way of keeping in contact whilst 
avoiding the problems faced by travelling or the phone, 
etc. After all, isn't keeping in touch easier by post? 


Funds For CAMEOS 


The CEC have set up a Cameo Development 
Group to encourage and oversee the growth of 
Cameos. It has a small sum of ‘seedcorn’ 
money which it can allocate (up to a 

maximum of £300 to any one Cameo) to 
encourage new Cameos. Any person wishing 
to know more about its availability and the 
conditions necessary for the grant to be made, 
should write to the Methods Administration 
Officer at Headquarters: 


Toc H has the Four Points of the Compass. 
Let WELLIN-TOuCH be the magnet that draws them 
closer together. 


We have a network of people who are all waiting to hear 
from you. If you are interested in being a part of this new 

and exciting venture, please write to the address below for 
your information pack and details of new friends waiting to 
receive your letters. 


WELLIN-TOuCH 
Wellingborough Young Ones 
142 Jubilee Crescent 
Wellingborough 
Northants NN8 2PG 


John Biggerstaff, Toc H, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, 
Bucks HP22 6BT 


Falmouth Toc H Holiday House 
Accommodation lor 5 plus cot. 
Open all year. 

Enquiries Ron Gatiss - Tel. 0326 312689 


Small advertisements must be received (with remittance) five weeks before 
S m al | Ad S publication day, which is the 23rd of the preceding month. The charge Is 10p a 
word (minimum £1) plus VAT, to Point three Magazine. Rates of display advertisements can be obtained fram 
the Editorial Otfice, Toc H Headquarters, 1 Forest Close, Wendover, Aylesbury, Bucks HP22 6BT. 
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